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heritage, the Museum keeps a very rich 
collection of more than 150 pieces amongst 
motorbikes, sport bikes, experimental 
prototypes and engines. They alternate in a 
temporal path to witness the glorious history 
of a timeless Italian and worldwide myth. The 
museum keeps really unique pieces, like the 
first motorcycle built by Carlo Guzzi in 1919 
and some of the most celebrated motorcycles 
as the extraordinary “Otto Cilindri 500” of 1957. 
There are also vehicles that characterized 
the mobility of Italians in the post-war period, 
such as the “Motoleggera 65” [also known as 
“Guzzino”] and the “Galletto”, or some that 
reinvented the concept of sporting bikes at the 
end of the 60s as the “V7 Sport “with the 90° 
twin-cylinder V-engine. Next to the exhibition, 
you can see the Moto Guzzi wind tunnel, the 
only international plant for the aerodynamic 
test of motorcycles.

For opening hours visit the website www.visitmandello.it

Mandello del Lario is in the “circuit” of the 
Cities of Motors, the National Network that 
collects the strongly representative subjects 
in the national motoring scene. The aim 
is to protect and spread the knowledge 
of a heritage of technology, design and 
innovation among the most important in the 
world. Mandello hosts some motor events 
related to the famous Moto Guzzi. The most 
awaited and appreciated is the Mandello del 
Lario International “Motoraduno”, which 
has become an annual event. The town, 
in the second weekend of September, on 
the occasion of the birth anniversary of the 
well-known brand, welcomes thousands of 
motorcyclists with many events organized 
to host and entertain them. The Moto Guzzi 
Museum is located in the heart of the historic 
factory where the “Aquila” [the eagle is the 
symbol of the company] was born in 1921. 
With its historical, technical and cultural 
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➔ Next suggestion: The Maggiana Tower

Mandello city 
of motors



“The Tower of Barbarossa” is located in a 
picturesque spot in the hamlet of Maggiana, 
and it allows us to take a dip in the past.
The name of the tower, in fact, leads back to 
the hospitality of the Mandelli family, who in 
1158 hosted the Emperor Federico I, called 
“Barbarossa”. He would have used the  
fortification to observe the naval battles 
on the facing Lecco branch of the Lake of 
Como, between the people from Milan [allies 
of the Lega Lombarda] and the ones from 
Como [allies of Barbarossa, together with 
Mandello]. With its size, the imposing building 
stands in a dominant position towards the 
lake. Its strategic location allowed to  
dominate the paths that led to the Val Meria 
and Piani Resinelli, formerly lands of pastures 
and mines. The walls have ogival windows 
on each side alternates with loopholes. You 
can access across a large medieval door 
that leads into a small courtyard from which, 

through a staircase, you reach the first floor of 
the tower. On the various floors there are the 
original rooms [one with a really interesting 
painted ceiling]. From the terrace on the top, 
you can enjoy a splendid view of the lake. 
Inside the building there is the Ethnographic 
Museum which tells and illustrates, through 
objects and images dating back to the end 
of the 19th century and the first half of the 
following century, the events of Maggiana and 
the way of life and work of the communities 
that lived in these areas. It also keeps a  
section dedicated to the Good Friday  
Procession [“Venerdì Santo”] that took place 
until the mid-50s [the tower is part of the 
Museum System of the Province of Lecco].
Every two years, the second weekend of June, 
takes place “La Torre in Festa”, an event 
inspired by the medieval tradition.

For opening hours visit the website www.visitmandello.it
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➔ Next suggestion: The three churches
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The Church of San Giorgio
It stands on a plan overlooking the Sasso San 
Giorgio, on the branch of Lake Como along 
the “Sentiero del Viandante”. According to the 
tradition, it has been built in the 13th century, 
by the will of a crusader returning from the 
Holy Land. It owes its current appearance to 
a series of restorations that took place mostly 
in the 14th century. The decorative apparatus 
that covers most of the walls is particularly 
enchanting: in the triumphal arch and in the 
presbytery floor there are numerous votive 
frescoes dating back to the 15th century.
For opening hours visit the website www.visitmandello.it

The Church of San Lorenzo
It stands on the homonymous square, a few 
steps from the lake and at the entrance of 
the ancient village. The current building, 
decorated following the baroque taste, dates 
back to the 17th century. It is placed were 

once there was a temple and inside there is 
a precious Serassi Organ [1764], carved and 
gilded, a carved ciborium and a polychrome 
wooden canopy altar. The bell tower, in 
Romanesque style, can be dated around the 
12th century.

Sanctuary of Beata Vergine del Fiume
This manifestation of Marian devotion has 
been built in the homonymous square by 
the will of the archpriest Giovanni Battista 
Sambuca. It has been founded in 1624 after 
a miraculous event, and later it became the 
object of donations by the local nobility. The 
octagonal plan is dominated by a dome with 
lantern. In the years, the elegant arcade with 
nine arches and the fourteen baroque chapels 
of the Via Crucis have been added [they are 
placed in the square in front of the building]. 
The pictorial decoration is entirely dedicated to 
the exaltation of the Virgin with works by  
Sant’Agostino.

➔ Next suggestion: The breaks by the lake

The three churches

3



of Mandello, a war relic found in the 50s near 
the port of Genoa from a local business, then 
bought and donated to the city. For the lovers of 
sailing, Mandello hosts since 1965 an important  
section of the Italian Naval League, which 
every summer offers courses for adults, teens 
and children. The club, located at the south 
entrance of the town a few steps from the 
sports hall, has a wide availability of parking, 
as well as functional services for racing and 
pleasure. A little further on there is a large 
port with numerous boat places. On the north  
coast there is the village of Olcio, with its ancient  
burgh, the long shore and the pier loved by 
residents and tourists. In memory of a past 
where there were small villages and estates, 
Mandello is an exception compared to all Italian  
municipalities because it extends on two 
shores of the lake: in fact on the west bank of 
the branch of Lecco, there is the small fraction 
of Moregallo, with its minute pebble beaches.

Mandello del Lario has a characteristic lake 
front where the narrow alleys of the historical 
centre flow. The public gardens are really  
romantic and suggestive, they compose a 
large green area located between the ancient 
village and the Municipal Lido, a natural  
continuation of the lakeside promenade. 
During the summer there are various types 
of events. In the area, equipped for the weekly 
market and for the periodic markets, there 
is a space where some games for children’s 
entertainment are installed. At the end of the 
“Viale dei giardini”, just after the old and noble 
fountain, beyond the river Meria, there is the 
Municipal Lido. This area is well equipped and 
has a beach, a lawn and a bar with a covered 
area where you can have lunch, dinner and 
enjoy an happy hour. At the entrance of the 
public gardens, in the lake area, there is one 
of the most cherished symbols for citizens, 
a source of curiosity for tourists: the cannon 
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➔ Next suggestion: The “Sentiero del Viandante”
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itinerary continues towards Gittana and then 
towards Bellano where, after passing the 
Pioverna stream and the famous Orrido, 
you will find the Sanctuary of Lezzeno. In 
northern direction from Bellano, you can 
reach the Castle of Dervio, then Corenno 
Plinio, along the Piona little lake until you 
reach, near Piantedo, almost at the entrance 
of the Valtellina, the Madonna di Val Pozzo. 
The path [today marked by white and orange 
indicators] is characterized by the balance 
between nature, culture and human activity. 
It is 40 km long, and the difference in height 
is between 400 and 1000 meters: it can be 
crossed at once, staying overnight along the 
way, or dividing it into different sections to 
travel separately. In this case it is important 
to know that the railway line that runs close 
and parallel to the path allows you to start 
and stop the excursion to the desired station 
[Lecco-Colico-Sondrio line].

Since ancient times the eastern shore of 
Lake Como has been interested by a series of 
paths that linked Milan to the Alpine passes. 
In the early decades of the 19th century, the 
opening of a new military road to the Stelvio 
Pass [built between 1817 and 1834] caused 
the progressive abandonment of the previous 
system, which only in recent years has been 
rediscovered, valued and named “Sentiero 
del Viandante”. The path begins just before 
Abbadia, near the church of San Martino, and 
remains next to the shore of the lake until the 
church of San Giorgio, near Mandello. Here, 
further inside, you can reach the ancient 
burgh of Maggiana, Rongio and Sonvico. In 
Genìco the itinerary divides: you can continue 
towards Lierna, following the medieval route, 
or head inland, passing by the ancient church 
of San Pietro di Ortanella. Both routes meet 
at the Castle of Vezio, one of the main fortified 
cores of the Eastern Lario. From here, the 
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➔ Next suggestion: Eight steps across Mandello
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The following itineraries describe simple and 
short excursions outdoor in the surroundings 
of Mandello. They are suitable for everyone, 
and run on wide, well-maintained paths  
with no steep slopes. The travel time is 
around 2-3 hours. Comfortable shoes are 
recommended, with non-slip rubber sole, 
half-mountain type, backpack and water 
bottle. Clothes according to the season.

Somana - Olcio [Belvedere on the lake]
When you reach the church square in Somana,  
you can continue uphill towards the cemetery. 
After passing the parking in front of you and a  
few meters further, near a chapel, you’ll find 
on the left the detour to Olcio [CAI trail n. 15]. 
Here starts a narrow path that, descending  
by steps among cultivated meadows, quickly 
loses altitude and turns into a wide and well-
paved mule track with beautiful views of the 
lake to the tip of Bellagio. You cross terraces 
cultivated with olive trees and vines and you 

reach the first houses of the village of Olcio, 
narrowed between lake and mountains with 
its typical alleys. Staying on the left, take the 
route to Somana which leads to the beautiful 
church of San Rocco.

Somana - Santa Maria  
[Medieval route to Valsassina]
Once you have reached the square in Somana, 
go up to the left following the CAI trail n. 15 for 
Santa Maria. Here it begins a mule-track with 
steps, along which you will meet the crosses 
of the stations of the Via Crucis. You reach 
the Chapel of Santa Preda [about 600 meters 
asl], recently restored, which stands on a 
small plan. From it you can admire the Grigna 
and Grignetta with the Rosalba hut. The trail 
becomes narrower but still easy and, after 
a short flat stretch, it climbs towards Santa 
Maria di Olcio [664 meters asl], situated in a 
splendid position overlooking the Val Meria 
and Mandello.

Eight steps  
across Mandello
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the valley. Here the canal ends and a path 
begins on the left and it goes into the woods. 
In a few minutes you reach the mule track 
that leads to the hamlet of Rongio and from 
here re-descends to Mandello del Lario.

Rongio - Ponte di Ferro -  
Grotta dell’acqua bianca  
[Presumed Leonardesque itinerary]
When you reach the fraction of Rongio it is 
necessary to take a cart following the CAI trail 
n. 14 for the Elisa Refuge. After about a quarter 
of an hour you get to the source of the “Sassin” 
and after another fifteen minutes you reach the 
“Ponte di Ferro” [“Iron Bridge”], built between 
two rocky walls, under which you can admire 
the so-called “Marmitte dei giganti” [“giants’ 
pots”] excavated by the water erosion force. 
Here begins the ascent of the “200 steps” 
mentioned by Leonardo da Vinci in his famous 
Codex Atlanticus, which leads to the “Grotta 
dell’Acqua Bianca” [“White water cave”].

Somana - Torrente Meria - Rongio  
[Along the water intake systems]
Once you reach the square of the hamlet of 
Somana, you have to follow the sign “Sentiero 
del fiume” n. 15 B and take the beautiful flat 
road that goes into the valley of the river 
Meria. After about 30 minutes of walk you 
must follow the indication “Rongio - Mandello” 
n. 15 C. After a few meters you have to take 
the path that goes down to the right towards 
a bridge known as the “Stiri” bridge, which 
allows you to cross the river in a particularly 
evocative point. Then go up a few meters on 
the side of the village of Rongio to reach the 
covered concrete channel that feeds a small 
power plant. At this point, to the left and then 
upstream, there are the plants for the water 
intake. Our itinerary continues, instead, to the 
right: you have to walk along the canal until 
you reach a masonry building from which the 
power line of the power station starts towards 

➔ Next suggestion: To the refuges

Eight steps  
across Mandello
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Raising at the western end of the Orobie Alps,  
the Grigne Group dominates the landscape 
with its calcareous-dolomite rocks offering 
the perfect setting for high-level trekking 
experiences of varying difficulty. In the group  
we can distinguish the Northern Grigna 
[Grignone], the southern Grigna [Grignetta], 
the Monte Pilastro and the Pizzi di Parlasco. 
Thanks to its less harsh landscape, the Grignone 
offers several hiking opportunities to enjoy a  
splendid view of the central and western part  
of the Alps. The Grignone can be reached directly  
from the lake side, or more comfortably from 
Valsassina or Esino. Even the “smallest” 
Grignetta is the home to a dense network 
of paths dotted with cozy shelters, ideal for 
unforgettable walks and climbs such as the 
excursion to Piani Resinelli. 
The magnificent natural environment is 
distinguished by the very steep terrain, 
furrowed by deep canyons and strewn with 

dozens of rock formations. The Grigne  
Group is also a green paradise, with  
lush vegetation and the typical fauna  
of ecologically intact areas.

Here are some excursions that these 
beautiful mountains can offer you:

•  From Valle di Era  
[Somana district]: 

Church of Santa Maria, 661 m - Alpe d’Era, 
832 m / 991 m - Zucco di Sileggio, 1372 m - 
Rifugio Bietti-Buzzi, 1719 m - Rifugio Bogani, 
1816 m - Rifugio Brioschi, 2399 m

•  From Val Meria  
[Rongio district]:

Grotta dell’Acqua Bianca, 590 m - La Gardata,  
1042 m - Rifugio Elisa, 1515 m - Rifugio  
Rosalba, 1730 m - Zucco di Manavello, 1112 m -  
Bivacco Ferrario, 2177 m - Rifugio Brioschi, 
2399 m
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To the refuges 

➔ Next suggestion: Itineraries of memory



The itineraries of memory recall the facts, 
places and people of the Resistance of Mandello  
represented by the brigade “Cacciatori delle 
Grigne”, which later became “89a Poletti”, 
in the period between the announcement of 
the Armistice of 8 September 1943 and the 
Liberation of 25 April 1945. The two routes are  
marked with directional arrows that lead to the  
places where the commemorative plaques 
are located. It is better to start the journey 
from Moto Guzzi which played a key role in 
the last days of April 1945. The route guide is 
available at the Tourist Office.

Itinerary 1 
Pleasant walk on urban route.
• External wall of Mandello cemetery: place of  
shooting of a partisan August 25, 1944 • Interior  
Mandello cemetery: monument to the partisans  
from Mandello • Via Dante Alighieri, former 
schools of Molina: headquarters of the German  
command of the Wehrmacht • Via Aldo Moro, 

locality “La Maiola “: monument in memory of 
the fallen of October 26, 1944 • Via Emanuele 
Parodi: Moto Guzzi • Piazza Leonardo Da Vinci 
- Via Alessandro Manzoni [internal courtyard  
of the town hall]: plaque dedicated to the 
Internati Militari Italiani from Mandello.

Itinerary 2
From the centre of Molina to Rongio and 
Somana, on roads and mule tracks, with 
uphill sections. • Mule track for Rongio, 
locality “Neri”: tombstone in memory of 
partisan • Rongio: start of the paths to reach 
the bases of the partisan groups; place  
of the arrest of partisans on 25 August 1944  
• Sonvico, via per Era: connection between 
Somana and the partisan command of Era  
• Somana, Piazza Monsignor Gaddi: place of 
passage of the partisans and the relays, but 
also of the Nazifascists during the raids of 
autumn 1944 • Interior Somana cemetery: 
monument that recalls the fallen partisans.

➔ Next suggestion: The surroundings: Abbadia and Piani Resinelli
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Next to Mandello, there is the Municipality of 
Abbadia Lariana, a quiet and sunny village 
that, with its lakeside promenade, offers to 
the tourists an enchanting landscape. Among 
the historic buildings there are the Church 
of San Lorenzo, with valuable paintings and 
frescoes by Luigi Tagliaferri, and the Church of 
the Madonna delle Nevi erected in 1695. The 
visit to the Silk Museum is really interesting: 
it has been built in the ancient Monti spinning 
mill. Here you can visit the environments and 
the machinery that accompanied the silk 
working cycle. There is a circular wooden 
twisting machine, 11 meters high, developed 
on 4 worktops, still fully functional. Another 
destination for a pleasant excursion are the 
Piani Resinelli, a mountain resort situated on 
a large saddle at the foot of the Grigne Group, 
which extends over the Municipalities of 
Abbadia Lariana, Mandello del Lario, Ballabio 
and Lecco. From their privileged position 

you can enjoy a fabulous view that sweeps 
from the Rhaetian Alps up to Monte Rosa, 
dominating the plain below, the Lecco branch 
of Lake Como and the Alta Brianza basins. 
The Piani Resinelli reach the average altitude 
of 1300 meters and can be reached in about 
forty minutes by car from Mandello del Lario, 
following the signs for Valsassina or even on 
foot starting from Mandello del Lario - Rongio 
district. The geological and natural uniqueness 
of Piani Resinelli, their meadows and their 
woods, made them a favourite destination for 
hikers, and rock climbers, who find in their 
spires a challenging test bench with various 
degrees of difficulty. The Parco Valentino, an 
area of particular naturalistic value, is worth 
a walk. Inside of it there is the Casa Museo of 
Villa Gerosa, set up in a totally multimedia way 
where the enormous environmental heritage 
comes to life for the visitor thanks to movies, 
sound experiences and multi touch tables.

Abbadia and Piani Resinelli

➔ Next suggestion: The surroundings: Varenna, Bellano and Colico

The surroundings
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Just 10 minutes from Mandello, there is 
Varenna, a small picturesque town full of 
monuments, known as a popular destination 
for landscapes and architecture. The burgh 
preserves the aspect and the atmosphere of 
an ancient village in the steep lanes and in the 
unique lakeside promenade. Going up from 
Varenna, 3.5 km away is the Castle of Vezio, 
located on a spur overlooking the lake centre. 
The Castle, with a square tower defended by  
a first walled circle, was certainly one of the 
main signalling points and dates back to the  
12th century. Its vast perimeter protected 
the inhabitants during the rebellions to the 
domination of Como. A legend tells that 
Teodolinda, the Queen of the Lombards, 
wanted to leave visible traces of her Christian 
faith by building, in addition to the castle, the 
Church of San Martino and the Oratory of 
Sant’Antonio. Next to the centre of Varenna, 
there is Fiumelatte, a village that takes its 

name from a sparkling stream which, in 
addition to the milky colour due to the heat 
of the water, has a peculiarity: it gushes only 
in spring, in the second half of March, and it 
disappear after six months. Fiumelatte, which 
comes from an upstream cave and flows into 
the lake after just 250 meters, is the shortest 
Italian waterway. Continuing north you’ll cross 
Bellano, a village located between the shore 
of the lake and the mountain that dominates it. 
The Orrido is unmissable, it’s a natural gorge 
created by the river Pioverna which waters 
have shaped gigantic potholes and suggestive 
caves. A concrete walkway allows visitors to 
admire the beauty of an unique place. Another 
destination is Colico where it is worth to visit 
the Forte of Fuentes, one of the few existing 
examples of the Spanish domination of the 
17th century, and the Fort of Montecchio 
erected between 1912 and 1914, a defensive 
work built during the Great War.

➔ Next suggestion: Trips on the lake

Varenna, Bellano and Colico
The surroundings
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owned by the State, and it is entrusted to an 
independent body. The splendid park annually 
renews the great show of the blooming of 
azaleas and rhododendrons. Continuing on the 
west coast, in the territory of Ossuccio, stands 
the Comacina island, the only island of Lake 
Como. About 600 meters long and only 200 
wide, it includes a total surface of 6 hectares, 
covered mostly by typically Mediterranean 
trees, among which the olive tree that allows 
the production of local oil. Its paths offer 
panoramic views of the surrounding area 
where the vegetation culminates in the 
mountain peaks. Thanks to the remains  
of the Roman era and the early Christian 
evidence it is one of the most interesting 
archaeological sites of the Early Middle Ages 
in northern Italy. Every year, on the Sunday 
closest to 24 June, there is the traditional feast 
of San Giovanni with the solemn procession  
of boats and the fireworks display.

Lake Como [as Manzoni described] is striking 
for the singularity of the “fiord” shores, and 
for the gradual wedging of the lake basin 
in the mountain area, that is accompanied 
in its journey by the “Regina”, the ancient 
road that delineates the western shore. The 
departure point for the navigation of the lake 
in Mandello del Lario is Piazza Italia. Thanks to 
the frequency of the shuttle boat, the towns of 
Menaggio, Bellagio, Villa Carlotta, Tremezzo, 
Lenno and Varenna are easily reachable. 
Unmissable in Varenna is Villa Monastero, 
an ancient convent built in ‘200, a holiday 
residence of the noble family Mornico from 
the end of the’500. Today it is a sumptuous 
building with decorative furnishings and works 
of great value, and a park full of rare species. 
Crossing the lake, in front of the Bellagio 
promontory, you can visit Villa Carlotta in 
Tremezzo. Built in the second half of the 18th 
century by the Marquises Clerici, today it is 
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Barni and Lasnigo. Before reaching the centre 
of Asso, turn towards Valbrona. After crossing 
the village, the descent towards Onno begins. 
This stretch of road offers a wonderful view of 
the lake. Then continue towards Lecco  
and Mandello. [80 km, 2:10 hours]

Passo Agueglio: hairpin bends and 
breathtaking views of the lake and the 
mountains. An itinerary to discover the 
eastern shore of Lake Como, Valsassina  
and their sceneries. From Mandello towards 
Varenna and from here, climb towards Esino 
Lario and Passo Agueglio, along the SP65, 
a very winding road full of hairpin bends. 
Continue towards Valsassina, Primaluna, 
Introbio, Pasturo. The descent is tortuous and 
beautiful. Once you reach the bottom of the 
valley, continue towards Lecco passing by 
Ballabio. Then return to Mandello through  
the SS36 and SP72. [80 km, 2:30 hours]

Lake Como: a ride on the third largest 
lake in Italy. From Mandello, take the SP72, 
then the SS36, towards Lecco, continuing 
towards Bellagio on the SS583 that, to the 
south, reaches Como [through Lezzeno 
and Brunate]. After crossing the town of 
Cernobbio, continue on the SS340, skirting 
the lake for 36 km towards Menaggio. After 18 
km you reach Gravedona. From here towards 
the south, follow the SP72 that crosses Colico, 
Dervio, Bellano and Varenna, up to Mandello. 
[166 km, 4:20 hours]

Lake Como: the legendary circuit of the Lario. 
It is the route of the homonymous race. From 
Mandello, take the SP72, then SS36, towards 
Lecco. Continue on the SS583, towards 
Bellagio. Once in Onno [fraction of Oliveto 
Lario], you are in the Circuit. Once in Bellagio, 
continue towards Civenna / Magreglio, along 
the SP41. Cross Guello, Civenna, Magreglio, 

Motorcycle routes

➔ For all the other suggestions: www.visitmandello.it 
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Ferrovie dello Stato 
Linea RE8
Tirano/Sondrio/Lecco/
Milano Centrale

trenord.it

Navigazione laghi Italia
Lecco/Abbadia/Mandello/ 
Onno/Lierna/Bellagio/ 
Varenna/Bellano/Dervio/ 
Piona/Colico

navigazionelaghi.it

Lecco Trasporti 
Linea D 20 
Lecco/Mandello/Olcio

leccotrasporti.it

SS36 Mandello - Lecco
SS340 Cernobbio - Gravedona
SS583 Lecco - Como
SP41 Bellagio - Civenna/Magreglio 
SP65 Como - Menaggio 
SP72 Colico - Mandello

Rent with driver
Malpensa service 334 3241882
Suraci Giuseppe 366 2073769
Spreafico srl 0341 576235
Zinni Katia 335 5244224
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Useful sites
mandellolario.it 
visitmandello.it
prolocolario.it 
motoguzzi.com
museotorremaggiana.it
archiviomandello.it
museoabbadia.it
castellodivezio.it
resinelliturismo.it

Mandello del Lario 
Lake Como
Emotions among peaks,  
lake and motors

Taxi Boat
boatservices.it  
lakecomotaxiboats.com 
taxiboat.net 
taxiboatcomolake.com
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